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Pronouns at Work

What are pronouns?
Pronouns are used to refer to someone or something that is being talked about, for example
“she”, “them”, “this” and “it”.

We use gendeo

Why are pronouns important?
A person’s identity is very important to them. Being mis-identified (accidentally or on purpose) is
uncomfortable for all parties and can be offensive (and can be a form of harassment).

At a global university such as UCL, many names might be unfamiliar to someone from a different
cultural background. For example, varying naming convent G d pdrtant to affirm their gender
identity.

What if | do not know which pronoun to use?

Take your lead from the person and use the pronouns they do. Those identifying as non-binary
may choose to use ‘they’ rather than ‘he’ or ‘she’, or may use other pronouns entirely, such as ‘ze’
or ‘zir'’. Someone may want multiplep ~ sed to refer to an individual whose

known. In colloquial English we already do this all the time: “Oh, someone
2; | hope they come back for it —it’s pouring”.

anguage such as “colleagues”, “students”, “team members”, “participants”,

Isn’t it rude to ask someone for their pronouns?

The more we ask everyone for their pronouns (and state our own pronouns), the more it becomes
part of the status quo. Avoid asking only people with what you consider to be an unusual gender
presentation as that would be rude and potentially awkward.

Is “they” really a plural pronoun?
It is a common misconception that this usage is new and ungrammatical; in fact, it has precedence
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RU JHQGHU H[SUHV VMR G/H | MAUKHANUZRPU HE DWW KJQHG DW

7UDQV RU 7TUDQVINRBHRBR@DOD\ XVH VGKIMFWHHP WKRHPVHOY H\
WKH\ ZHUH DVVLJQHGWKPERW DWHEWLI\ DV D PDQ

7UDQV RU 7UDQVIJHOQMXRPHRRAHRD\ XVH VGKIMF WIHEIHP WAKRHPVHOY
WKH\ ZHUH DVVLIJQWE& FHEXOH LOGWI GWWUI\ DV D ZRPDQ

1RQ %LQDU\ DOVR *HQGHU 4XHWRPH*HQGHYLBXO@Y GR QRW |
HLWKHU PDOH RU IHPDOW W\WR UW ER S@UIHY WEKDOMO VRFH QRW Z
EH UHIHUUHG WR D \{1 HKRVIK HEX WK b1 VRKVHKID \B VD 5 B R GV Q G H U |
DV uWKH\T RU p]HY BPRRHRREOWIBOH REXMNWHOYMEH XVRG IRU
WKHP VRPH SHRSOH PD\ ZLVK SURQRXQV



