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Extended Classification Borderline 2020-21 
 

Introduction 
 
As part of UCL’s ‘no detriment’ package for the 2020-21 academic year, the Classification 
Borderline was widened by 1.00% for students enrolled as finalists in 2020-21. 
 
When you are awarded a degree, you will also be awarded a classification. On undergraduate 
programmes this takes the form of the Honours Classification Scheme of First, Upper Second, 
Lower Second and Third, and for other programmes this takes the form of Distinction, Merit and 
Pass. 
 
Your classification is calculated from your module marks. Each mark is weighted according to the 
credit-rating of the module and the year of study, and these are then averaged to create your 
‘Final Weighted Mark’. UCL then applies certain criteria to determine what classification you are 

/academic-manual/am-i-eligible-covid-mitigation


2 

Honours Degree Borderline Criteria 2020-21 
 

For: Bachelors with Honours, Integrated Masters with Honours 

(MSci/MEng/MPharm) 

The following programmes are exempt from these rules. Bespoke packages have been developed 

in close consultation with departments and the Students’ Union. Details are available from your 

department: 

¶ 4 year LLB programmes 

¶ BA English 

¶ BA Fine Art 

¶ BFA Fine Art 

The following programmes are unclassified and do not have borderline rules: 

¶ MBBS 

For all other 2020-21 graduates, the following criteria apply*: 

 

Qualifies for First Class Honours (1) 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 69.50% 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 67.50% 

and
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*Students first enrolling at UCL in 2018-19 or later (i.e. most students graduating from 3-year 

Bachelors programmes in 2020-21) are subject to the new classification regulations. Students first 

enrolling at UCL in 2017-18 or earlier (i.e. most students graduating from 4- or 5-year programmes 

in 2020-21) are still subject to the former regulations in the Harmonised Scheme of Award. 

 

Graduate Certificate and Diploma Borderline Criteria 
 

For: Graduate Certificates and Graduate Diplomas 

The following programmes are exempt from these rules. Bespoke packages have been developed 

in close consultation with departments and the Students’ Union. Details are available from your 

department: 

¶ Institute of Education Graduate Certificate and Graduate Diploma programmes 

The following programmes are unclassified and do not have borderline rules: 

¶ Clinical pass/fail programmes 

For all other 2020-21 graduates, the following criteria apply: 

 

Qualifies for Distinction 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 69.50% 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 67.50% 

and 

¶ Module marks of at least 70.00% in at least 50% of the credits. 

 

Qualifies for Merit 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 59.50% 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 57.50% 

and 

¶ Module marks of at least 60.00% in at least 50% of the credits. 

 

Qualifies for Pass 

¶ Meets the Award Requirements. 

 

The standard Graduate Classification Scheme is available from the UCL Academic Manual. 

 

 

 

/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-4-assessment-framework-taught-programmes/section-10-classification#10.4
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-4-assessment-framework-taught-programmes/section-15-classification-undergraduate
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-4-assessment-framework-taught-programmes/section-10-classification#10.5
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Taught Postgraduate Borderline Criteria 
 

For: Postgraduate Certificates, Postgraduate Diplomas and Taught Masters 

Degrees 

The following programmes are exempt from these rules. Bespoke packages have been developed 

in close consultation with departments and the Students’ Union. Details are available from your 

department: 

¶ Institute of Education Taught Postgraduate programmes 

¶ Global MBA students 

¶ MA Fine Art 

¶ MFA Fine Art 

¶ LLM students first enrolling at UCL in 2017-18 or earlier 

The following programmes are unclassified and do not have borderline rules: 

¶ Some programmes in Clinical Psychology 

¶ Initial Teacher Education 

¶ Clinical pass/fail programmes 

For all other 2020-21 graduates, the following criteria apply: 

 

Qualifies for Distinction 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 69.50% 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 67.50% 

and 

¶ Module marks of at least 70.00% in at least 50% of all credits. 

 

Qualifies for Merit 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 59.50% 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 57.50% 

and 

¶ Module marks of at least 60.00% in at least 50% of all credits. 

 

Qualifies for Pass 

¶ Meets the Award Requirements 

 

The standard Taught Postgraduate Classification Scheme is available from the UCL Academic 

Manual. 
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MRes Borderline Criteria 
 

For: Masters by Research (MRes) degrees 

The following programmes are exempt from these rules. Bespoke packages have been developed 

in close consultation with departments and the Students’ Union. Details are available from your 

department: 

¶ Institute of Education Taught Postgraduate programmes 

 

Qualifies for Distinction 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 69.50% 

and 

¶ A mark greater than or equal to 70% in the Dissertation 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 67.50% 

and 

¶ Module marks of at least 70.00% in at least 50% of the taught credits 

and 

¶ A mark greater than or equal to 70.00% in the Dissertation. 

 

Qualifies for Merit 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 59.50% 

and 

¶ A mark greater than or equal to 60% in the Dissertation. 

or 

¶ A Final Weighted Mark greater than or equal to 57.50% 

and 

¶ Module marks of at least 60.00% in at least 50% of the taught credits 
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