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UCL Academic Manual 2019-20 

Common Terminology and Definitions 

The following list includes definitions for a range of common terminology which are used in the UCL 

Academic Manual and student records system. The right-hand column indicates the Chapter and 

Section of the Academic Manual where you can find more information about the term. 

 

Term Definition Reference 

Academic Integrity





http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/understanding-assessment.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/understanding-assessment.pdf
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Cognate 

Programmes 

A programme with a substantial volume of content and/ 

or teaching in common with another programme e.g. BA 

(Hons) Greek and Latin would be considered cognate 

with BA (Hons) Latin since the programmes have a 

substantial number of modules in common. 

Chapter 2, 3.2 

Combined (Joint) 

Fields of Study 

A programme with an approximately equal balance 

between two subjects. 

Chapter 2, 3.5 

Component A module may include one or more separately-assessed 

components. They may be formative or summative; the 

marks from summative components are used to 

determine the overall module mark. These may be 

equally weighted, or some may carry a higher weighting 

than others (e.g. Essay 60%, Presentation 40%). 

Chapter 2, 3.11 

Component Mark The mark or grade achieved for an individual 

component. 

Chapter 4, 3.9 

Compulsory Module Modules which students must take within a particular 

programme. 

Chapter 2, 3.10 

Condonable Module If a student does not pass a Condonable Module, they 

may nevertheless be awarded the credit if they meet 

defined Condonement criteria. 

Chapter 4, 9.3 

Condonable Range In order to be eligible for Condonement, a student needs 

to achieve marks or grades within a defined range e.g. a 

Masters student would need to achieve a mark of 40.00 

– 49.99% or Grade D to be eligible for Condonement on 

a level 7 module. Other Condonement criteria also have 

to be met, such as restrictions on how many credits can 

be condoned. 

Chapter 4, 9.3 

Condonement The award of credit for a module despite the Pass Mark 

not having been achieved, provided certain criteria are 

met. The amount of credit which may be condoned is 

defined by the programme on which the student is 

enrolled. 

Chapter 4, 9.3 

Contact Hours Hours spent in contact with academic staff for the 

purposes of learning, teaching, and assessment 

(including feedback); undertaken online or in person. 

 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/contact-hours.pdf






http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/committees/ec
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https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code/qualifications-and-credit-frameworks
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usually by those who already hold a Bachelors Degree 
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Programmes fall under the undergraduate 
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Masters 
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include a level 6 delivery and a level 7 delivery, or an 

autumn term delivery and a spring term delivery.  

Module Mark The result given to a student for the completion of a 

specific module. Where there are multiple components, 

the component marks are weighted and combined to 

give the module mark. 

Chapter 4, 3.10 

Non-Credit-Bearing Programmes, modules and short courses which do not 

result in the award of credit. 

 

Non-Condonable 

Component 

Where a module is Non-Condonable, it may include one 

or more components which are Non-Condonable. 

Students must pass all Non-Condonable Components. 

Chapter 4, 9.3 

Non-Condonable 

Module 

Students must pass all Non-Condonable modules on 

their programme. 
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Ordinary Degree Students unable to meet the requirements for an 

Honours Degree may be eligible for an Ordinary Degree 

(Bachelors without Honours).  

Students must pass, or be formally condoned in, at least 

300 credits with a maximum of 150 credits at Level 4 

and a minimum of 90 credits at Level 6. 

UCL only offers the Ordinary Degree as an interim 

qualification. 

Chapter 4, 12.6 

Parent Department The Department or Division responsible for the 

programme on which a student is registered. 
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Preponderance 

Method 

Where a programme marks with letter grades, 

progression, award and classification cannot be 

calculated numerically. Instead, the Preponderance 

Method is used, looking at the banding in which the 

majority of a student’s grades falls. 

Chapter 4, 3.8 

Prerequisite Module A specified preparatory module which must have been 

successfully completed for a student to enrol on a 

subsequent module. 

Chapter 2, 3.10 

Professional 

Accreditation 

Programmes accredited by Professional, Statutory or 

Regulatory Bodies (e.g. the Architects Registration 

Board) which have been recognised as being taught to a 

sufficient standard to allow successful graduates to work 

in restricted professions. Programmes subject to the 

standards of professional bodies must still meet the 

minimum standards required by UCL. 

Chapter 2, 3.3 

Professional 

Doctorate 

A type of doctorate which aims to develop an individual's 

professional practice and to support them in producing 

an original contribution to professional knowledge. 

Programmes include a substantial taught element in 

addition to the research component. Programmes 

typically require three FTE calendar years of study at 

Level 8 and students must be registered for at least two 

calendar years. 

Chapter 2, 4.4 

Professional, 

Statutory or 

Regulatory Body 

(PSRB) 

A legally-recognised body which accredits, recognises, 

or endorses graduates from specific UCL programmes 

as qualified to act within a recognised profession, or 

which leads to initial registration or supports enhanced 

registration with that body, e.g. the Royal Institute of 

British Architects or the General Medical Council. 

Chapter 2, 3.3 

Programme/ 

Programme of Study 

An approved, coherent path of study with specified 

learning outcomes leading to a specified qualification in 

a specified field of study. 

Chapter 2, 3.2 

Programme and 

Module Approval 

Panel (PMAP) 

The sub-committee which scrutinises proposals for new 

programmes, making recommendations for approval to 

Education Committee. 

Chapter 7 
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Programme Diet The range of compulsory, optional, elective and 

supplementary modules which a student must follow 

within a programme of study. 

 

Programme Leader The member of staff responsible for the organisation 

and management of a named programme and for the 

academic experience of students on that programme. 

Chapter 12, 12 

Programme 

Summary 

The definitive source of information about a UCL 

programme, defining the programme structure and any 

programme-specific regulations. It incorporates the 

Programme Diet and forms the basis of the data held in 

the Student Information System. Changes to the 

Programme Summary must be approved by PMAP. 

Chapter 4, 2.3 

 

Progression Where a programme runs over multiple levels of study, 

students are required to meet threshold standards in 

order to progress from one academic level to the next.  

As UCL’s undergraduate programmes do not 

necessarily include a direct correlation between 

academic years and academic levels, ‘Progression’ is 

determined at the end of each academic year.  

Where a programme runs over multiple years of study at 

the same academic level (e.g. a Part-time Masters), 

students may be required to meet threshold standards 

to ‘continue’ to the next year of study 
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Qualification A Doctorate, Degree, Diploma, or Certificate accredited 

and conferred by UCL following the successful 

completion of an approved programme of study. 

Chapter 2, 3.1 

Quoracy A minimum number of people must be present for a 

Board of Examiners meeting to take place. A meeting is 

‘quorate’ if at least that number of people is present. 

Chapter 4, 13.3 

Reassessment A further attempt at an assessment where the student 

has not yet achieved the pass mark for the module as a 

whole. Includes Resits and Repeats. 

Chapter 4, 11 
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Programmes are modular and must include at least 180 

credits, with a maximum of 30 credits at Level 6 and a 

minimum of 150 credits at Level 7. 

Programmes must include at least 30 credits of 

identifiable, transferable skills modules and a 

Dissertation/ Substantive Project of 105-150 credits (on 

180-credit programmes; pro-rata for extended 

programmes). The qualification typically takes a 

minimum of 1800 hours, or one FTE calendar year, to 

complete. 

Research Project A discrete piece, or collection of pieces, of independent 

or group research undertaken for the purposes of 

assessment. 

 

Resit A form of reassessment in which a student makes 

another attempt at failed components without any further 

tuition. 
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Second Marking The process used by UCL to check the accuracy of 

marking on an assessment. Second-marking can take a 

number of different forms, and can be applied to all 

students in an assessment, or to a sample. 

Chapter 4, 7.6 

Short Courses Learning activities which do not lead to a qualification 

but may be recognised by a UCL Certificate of 

Participation or lead to the award of UCL academic 

credit. These activities include: 

 Non-credit-bearing Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) courses 

 Credit-bearing modules from UCL degree 

programmes offered as standalone short courses for 

personal learning, continuing education or CPD 

 Credit- and non-credit-bearing evening classes, 

online courses and summer schools and 

programmes 

 Credit- and non-credit-bearing academic and 

commercially focused executive education courses 

and other bespoke offerings for organisations 

 Non-qualification-bearing graduate preparatory 

courses offered by the UCL Centre for Language & 

International Education (CLIE). 

Chapter 10, 1.1 

Single Field of Study A programme which comprises one subject or which 

reflects a combination of subjects presented as an 

integrated whole. 

Chapter 2, 3.5 

Special Examination 

Arrangements 

(SEAs) (obsolete) 

See Examination Adjustments.  

Study Abroad A period, usually either one term or one academic year, 

undertaken at an overseas Higher Education Institution. 

Periods of study abroad may either be integrated with 

the programme (where the student is not awarded 

additional credit for completion of the study abroad) or 

taken in addition to the minimum credits required for the 

award of a qualification. See also Extra-Mural Year. 

Chapter 2, 3.16 

Study Leave Postgraduate research students can apply to spend a 

defined period of time away from UCL undertaking 

research related to their field of study. 

Chapter 2, 3.8 
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/teaching-learning/about-us/vpesa
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“A student who does not Pass 120 credits in a 

year of study must nonetheless be considered to 

have met the Progression and Award 

Requirements if they meet all of the following 

Condonement Criteria in that year of study: […] 

f) Achieve a credit-weighted mean of at least 

40.00% (50.00% in the Masters year) across 120 

credits”. 

 

This is calculated as follows: 

1. Each module mark is given a weighting 

according to its credit value e.g. a 30 credit 

module will have twice the weighting of a 15 

credit module.  

2. The credit-weighted marks are combined to work 

out the average for the year of study. 

 

 

Classification Year Mean (UG programmes only) of study.
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4. Each Year Mean is given a weighting (e.g. Year 

1: 1, Year 2: 3, Year 3: 5).  

5. The weighted Year Means are averaged to give 

the ‘Final Weighted Mark’. 

6. The Final Weighted Mark determines the 

Classification awarded. 

 

 

 


